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News Release: August 10, 2015 
Contact information: info@surfacedesign.org 

Surface Design Association Announces 
Materialities: Contemporary Textile Arts Exhibition Award
Winners

Materialities: Contemporary Textile Arts, Surface Design Association's 1st International 
Juried Members’ Exhibition is on view August 29 - October 31, 2015, in the Sandra J. Blain 
Gallery, Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts, Gatlinburg, Tennessee, USA.  Works span a 
wide range of textile media, subject matter and presentations. Selected artists are from the 
US, Canada, Hungary, Iceland, France, Germany, Norway and the UK. The exhibition 
coincides with Made/Aware: Socially Engaged Practices, SDA Craft + Concept Intensive 
2015, October 8 - 11, to be held at Arrowmont.   

Materialities: Contemporary Textile Arts’ juror is Namita 
Gupta Wiggers, curator - at - large and Director of Critical 
Craft Forum. For a comprehensive print catalog, Wiggers 
selected 108 works from 91 artists that provide meaningful 
answers to the question: What do textiles/fibers and their 
associated processes offer artists that cannot be achieved in 
other media?  Of these, 69 artists were invited to exhibit 
selected works at Arrowmont.

Included in the catalog are full and detailed images plus 
artist statements and essays addressing context and 

evolution of contemporary textile arts. The catalog includes essays by curator Namita Gupta 
Wiggers, Arrowmont Director/artist Nick DeFord, SDA Journal Editor Marci Rae McDade and 
artist /indigo dye master Rowland Ricketts. The catalog is currently available for preorder at a 
pre-publication price of $25 on the SDA website. After September 15, the catalog post-
publication price will be $30. 

SURFACE DESIGN ASSOCIATION

Juror Namita Gupta Wiggers also selected 
five award winners. Best in Show goes to 
Ann Morton for her piece Ground Cover: 
Social Project 600+ Makers. In her piece, 
300 blankets made by more than 600 
volunteers were installed in downtown 
Phoenix, AZ. Together, these blankets 
created one colossal image of lush desert 
blooms. Blankets contained 28 squares, 
forming “pixels”

http://www.surfacedesign.org
http://www.surfacedesign.org/about-us/sda-news-releases
http://www.surfacedesign.org/conference/conference-2015
http://www.arrowmont.org/
http://www.surfacedesign.org
http://www.surfacedesign.org
http://www.surfacedesign.org/about-us/sda-news-releases
mailto:info@surfacedesign.org


Surface Design Association, News Release – 8/10/2015 

in the overall image. After the 
installation, blankets were given to 
homeless individuals via social 
service agencies. 

2nd Place was awarded to Marianne 
Penberthy, for Ground Quilt (below).
Penberthy writes, “Flour on the 
Ground 2014 was a project in which 
I investigated textiles within a remote 
Western Australian landscape. Flour 
was sifted over remnants of lace to 
create this implied patchwork entitled 
Ground Bojagi Grid. 

3rd Place goes to 
Kristina Aas for 
Broken (right). 

 

Honorable 
Mention goes to 
Rena Wood for 
Untangled (left). 

This references the Korean Bojagi method of 
returning fragments of cloth back to a whole piece 
in order to wrap something precious, in this case 
the land.” Overall and detail images are included 
here. 
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The SDA Award of Excellence goes to April Dauscha for 
Communion (right). 

List of artists included in Materialities: Contemporary Textile Arts.  
(91 artists included in print catalog, from which 68 were invited to the exhibition at 
Arrowmont.) 

SURFACE DESIGN ASSOCIATION

Kristina Aas 
Fafnir Adamites 
B J Adams 
Mary Babcock 
Sara Bakken 
Arlee Barr 
Polly Barton 
Allison Borgschulte 
Eszter Bornemisza 
Lauren Bullock 
Erin Castellan 
Sue Cavanaugh 
Anna Chupa 
Jennifer Cooke 
Caroline Dahl 
April Dauscha 
Jennifer Davies 
Kristy Deetz
Ria van Dijk
Frances Dorsey 
Sara Drower 
Heidi Field-Alvarez 
Molly Fox

Jennie Frederick 
Xia Gao
Mary Giehl
Muffy Clark Gill 
Anna Gunnarsdottir 
Barbara Houshmand 
Rebecca Howdeshell 
Laura Kante
Molly Koehn 
Bukola Koiki 
Brigitte Kopp 
Dagmar Kovar 
Sarah Kusa
Joyce Leatherwood 
Janice Lessman-Moss 
Sheri Levin 
McNerthney Connie 
Lippert Viviana 
Lombrozo Gwen 
Lowery
Susan Magnuson 
Saberah Malik Barbara 
Martinson 

Penny Mateer
Mary McFerran 
Dorothy McGuinness 
Jeannette DeNicolis Meyer 
Ruth Miller 
Ann Morton
Chris Motley
Alison Muir
Barbara Murak
Elin Noble
Frauke Palmer
Teresa Paschke 
Marianne Penberthy 
Anna Perry 
Tyler Peterson
Judith Plotner
Howard Ptaszek
Amy Putansu
Lesley Richmond 
Allison Roberts
Michael Rohde
Ann Roth
Katlin Shae Rothacher 

Georgia Rowswell 
Tommye Scanlin 
Margaret Scott
Patti Shaw
Maria Shell
Breanne Sherwood 
Julie Sirek
Arista Slater-Sandoval 
Debra Smith
Shelley Socolofsky 
Denise Sokolsky 
Brooks Harris Stevens 
Joy Stocksdale
Ruth Tabancay 
Amanda Thatch 
Kelly Thompson 
Amy Tromiczak 
Maikue Vang
Joyce Watkins King 
Marcia Weiss
Rena Wood 
Saaraliisa Ylitalo 
Lori Zimmerman
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Surface Design Association (SDA) is a non-- profit textile arts organization founded in 1977. SDA 
promotes international awareness and appreciation of fiber, textiles & new materials. Members include 
artists, designers, educators, students, curators, gallery owners and textile enthusiasts from around 
the world. New members are invited to join at www.surfacedesign.org
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